Nolte, D. J., and Sioch, Zelda Ge This new species was recently dis-
A new South African species, . covered amongst batches of mixed
D, opisthomelaina. DIS 2¢ 190((?50) Dresophilids collected in the north-
eastern parts of this country. It
appears to have been confused with D. melanogaster and/or D. simulans,
which spescies it greatly resembles. It appears, indeed, to belong to the
same subgroup as the last-named two species, and thus to the melanogaster
specics group of the Scphephoras Both sexes, however, differ from those
cf the two species in having brighter red eyes, The males differ. further
in two main criteria., First, the single sex-comb on each anterior tarsus
has an average of 7 bristles only; secoud, the anal plate is prolonged
ventrally into a flat-toed plate covered with bristles, and the primary
clasper is short, with about 12 primary teeth arranged in two convex rows
and 1 secondery tooth anterior-to the clasper, The female differs further
in the abdomen, in that the fifth tergum also is black;. this darker tip of
the abdomen, nowever, is not a coustant characteristic in laboratory stocks,
since in crowded cultuvres it greatly resembles that of the other. species,
The eggs resemble those of the other two species, and so do the mitotic
chromosomes, though oreliminary study of salivarv-gland chromosomes shows
an apparently longer ara for the smell fourth chromosome, In pve11u1ﬂ9r3
tests D. opisthomelaina has proved to be cross=-sterile with both D. melano-
gaster and D, simulens.




